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March 2017
“Rev flections”

As we begin this Lenten Season, there has never been a more pivotal time to
slow down and remember who and whose we are. We’re surrounded by brokenness,
fear and chaos every single day. Is faith a flexible life raft, an automatic reflex, a
delayed reaction or missing in action? Is prayer real or a waste of time? Is “sin” still
a relevant concern or just a very, very old word from the Bible that doesn’t mean
anything now? Don’t we have more important things to do than worry about Lent?

How you answer any of those questions is your personal business — not mine. |
have enough internal garbage of my own to deal with! For those of you who grew
up in a liturgical faith tradition, the Season of Lent is a familiar journey into a purple
road leading to Jerusalem and the cross. If this is a new thing for you, every step in
the next 40 days involves reflection, personal evaluation and accountability, and
commitment. So, let me share a long ago and far away illustration with you when
pencils were the latest technology.

“A pencil maker told a pencil 5 important lessons just before he put it in the
pencil box:

1. Everything you do will always leave a mark.

2. You can correct the mistakes you make.

3. The important part of you is in the inside.

4. There will be times in your life when you will be sharpened and it will hurt.
That pain can make you better if you let it keep you moving.

5. If you want to be the best pencil in this box, you must allow yourself to be
held and guided by the hand that holds you.”

We all need to be constantly sharpened. You are a special person wrapped up in
a unique package of God-given talents and abilities. Only you can fulfill the purpose
that God imprinted within your heart and soul. Nothing within you is insignificant
and meaningless. Just like the pencil, always remember that the most important part
of you is inside and projects out into the world for good or bad.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, "The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to
be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some difference
that you have lived and lived it well." Just like the pencil, we all leave a mark. As
we begin our Lenten journey in 2017, let’s walk in ways that won’t need to be
erased.

May God’s peace be in your journey...

Rev Bev



United Ministries

NEW BEGINNINGS THROUGH HOUSING.

February 13, 2017

Rev. Bev Lewis

Immanuel UCC

1905 Edmondson Avenue
Catonsville, Maryland 21228

Dear Immanuel friends,
Thank you so much for your continued support of the Resolution Run.

We had a great day although a little lower turnout (attributed to Sunday football).
The weather was beautiful and the UCC was well represented. Congratulations to
First & St. Stephen’s on having the largest UCC team.

Please know that your support truly makes a difference for some of the most
vulnerable of our neighbors,

In 2016, 25 men were housed. Of those, 16 remained in the program at year-end,
six moved to permanent housing and three were not successful. Eight men
obtained or maintained employment, two attended GED classes, one earned his
diploma and other is continuing his classes: another enrolled in a Commercial
Driver’s License training program. Overall, in the past two years, an average of
75 percent of those who left moved to permanent housing.

Thank you again for your compassion and support. You are changing lives!

J
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1400 East Lombard Street, Baltimore, MD 212311705 + (410) 522-0225
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MONDAY / MARCH 27™/ 2017
7:30PM / 6:30PM DOORS
$15 GENERAL ADMISSION / $40 VIP W/MEET & GREET

NH | Rildas

200 INGLESIDE AVENUE, CATONSVILLE, MD 21228

Catonsville
istant

Friends,

New Hope and St. Hilda’s are excited to host the
band Gungor for a live acoustic performance on
Monday, March 27th at 7:30pm. Tickets are $15
for General Admission and $40 for VIP (including
a meet & greet with the band after the show).
They can be purchased here. Proceeds will
benefit Catonsville Emergency Assistance. As
you can imagine, we're hoping to pack the house

Upcoming Events

Global Café Bible Study on the Book of Revelation —
Wednesdays at 7:15 in the Fireside Room

Ash Wednesday — Wednesday, March 1, 7:30pm service

Daylight Savings Time begins — Sunday, March 12

Consistory Meeting — Sunday, March 19

Special Guest - Sunday, March 26 - Jill White, CAC for
General Synod

Easter Flower orders due - Sunday, March 26 - order
forms will be in the bulletins beginning Sun., March 12

One Wild Life Acoustic Tour — Monday, March 27 —
proceeds will benefit Catonsville Emergency Assistance

Peace a Pizza Fundraiser — Tues., March 28, benefits CEA

Maundy Thursday — Thursday, April 13

Good Friday — Friday, April 14

Easter — Sunday, April 16

Consistory Meeting — Sunday, April 23
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Please join

C Catonsville
e Emergency
Assistance

| for a fundraiser at:
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15 Mellor Ave., Catonsville
4107472255
www.peaceapizzacatonsville.com

~ Tuesday, March 28, 2017
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and make this a successful event that is also a 4:00-8:00 PM
great promotion for the churches and CEA. Eat In and Take Out
. (Peliveries not part of fundraiser)
Blessings!
Mention
Joe Miller - Associate Pastor Catonsville Emergency Assistance
New H C itv Church at checkout and
Zggv In;lzzi dzn/;g;um y Lhure 20% of purchase goes o CEA!
Catonsville, MD 21228 Ccamem{"& Zizl;m;sb;;yjkve.cﬁomville,iﬁvhlllﬂl
5'5"5?;?52?! 410-747-4537 ® www.catonsvillehelp.org l ‘
March Birthdays
01 — Susan Keach Sweeney 02 — Les Luco Q’

04 — Pat Dempsey

05 — Jane Maher

17 — Pat Previdi

25 — Steven Jacobson
29 — Bob Garner

30 — Kai Barbosa

04 — Chris Gutberlet

11 — Kathleen Thompson
17 — George Evans

27 — Steve DiPaula

29 — Noelle Ann Dunham
30 — Meg Oliver

5T
b{”"b‘



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gungors-one-wild-life-acoustic-tour-tickets-32087534680

IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1905 Edmondson Avenue
Catonsville, MD 21228-4231

Lectionary Readings
(Day-Date; First Reading; Psalm; Second Reading; Gospel)

Ash Wednesday — March 1, 2017
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

First Sunday in Lent — March 5, 2017
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

Second Sunday in Lent — March 12, 2017
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 ; John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9

Third Sunday in Lent — March 19, 2017
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42

Fourth Sunday in Lent — March 26, 2017
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Prayer Concerns

PRAYER CONCERNS IN THE EXTENDED CHURCH FAMILY:

Richard Canter, recovering from surgery; Please pray for Samantha Wales, one of our Cooperative Market
friends, who lost her husband, Brian. There is a GoFundMe site: www.gofundme.com/brian-watsons-
family-fund; Bryan Holley’s brother; Rev. Bev’s very close friend Sharon Crosby, life threatening cancer;
Debbie Cardwell, Fred Wille’s daughter, ovarian cancer; Central Atlantic Conference; General Synod 2017.

PRAYER CONCERNS IN OUR REGION:
Malone family; our friends at Blue Iris Flowers (building destroyed by fire); United Ministries; victims of
hate crimes and gun violence.

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL PRAYER CONCERNS:

Families fearful of deportation; storm victims; Vladimir Kara-Murza (second assassination attempt);
Russian aggression in Ukraine; California flooding; prayers for our country; refugees across the world;
people of Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria; all U.S. military deployed and stateside.
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